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INTERROGATION OF ZENEL SHEHU CONTINUES
Tirana, Albanian Home Service, Apr. 7, 1954, 2100 GMT--M

“(Third day's/proceedings of Tirana trial--interrogation of Zenei'ShéEu)
(Text)

Voice--The third session is opened, The military Collegium of the High
Court has received the following note from the Attorney General's Office:
Beceuse of sickness, we ask that the prosecution be presented by Comrade
Arranit Cela, Prosecutor before the High Court." Messrs. Advocates, any
objection to this note? S

Voices-~No,
Voice--Accused, any objection?
Accused~-No objection.

Voice--The judicial body has decided that the prosecution will be presented
by Comrade Arranit Cela.

Prosecutor--Accused Zenel Shehu, yesterday you told us that by radio you
asked the American espionage service for weapons. We presented to you the
list of arms and other materials that we found in your possession at the
time of your arrest and of the arrest of the members of your group, Tahir
Preci, (Nuri Plaka), (Zenun Golemi), Haxhi Gjyle, and Pal Nikoll Ndoj,
of whom the last four were arrested at the moment of their landing. Also
we presented to you a number of other materials, dropped to you by the
American espionage service in the territory of the People's Republic of

~ Albania, a¢‘asked by you by radio. o '

‘President--The materials in the hands of the judicial body are: 13 American
type receiving and transmitting radio sets, 35 radio batteries, 17 flash-
lights, 53 electric batteries, 8 field glasses, 16 signal flares, 34
German automatic weapons, 30 German rifles, 35 Parabel pistols, 20 hand
~grenades, 7,729 pleces of ammunition for Germen automatic weapons,
1,140 piecés of German ammunition for rifles, 89 German automatic clips,
12 pistol clips, 12 automatic clip sacks, 8 daggers, 38 parachutes,
‘4, perachute sacks, 4 jackets, 22 pairs of American-made trousers, 28 pieces
of ... of American production, 6 American-made military coats, 24 pairs of
woolen pants, 41 pieces of woolen flamnels, 32 shirts, 9 raincoats, 17
knit ..., 32 pairs of shoes, 11 berets; 14 pairs of rubber boots, 3 jackets,
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one rain suit, 6 military belts, 6 quilts, 8 mattresses; 23 blankets,

1 (tin?) 17 (bags), 12 water canteens, 10 clothbags with rice, 10 clothbags
with beans, 3 ... bags, a number of emull loaves of bread, a bag of beans,
sugar and rice mixed, 522 food tins, 3 medical kits, 10 packages of razor
blades, 218 cigarette packets, 180 pieces of gold sterling, 90 pieces of
half-gold sterling, 100 American dollars, a yellow note tablet with various
information, and three letters with information and pictures. Accused,

why did you receive these materials from the Americans? '

Accused--These materials, arms, and ammunition were sent to me in
accordance with my request in my last telegram from Albania and in

- conformity with the promise of the American intelligence service granted to

' me before my departure for (Albania). These materials were sent 1o me .
with the aim of equipping people who were displeased with the People's
Regime, whom I was supposed to have had found in Albania, and thus use them
at favorable moment for an armed uprising.

Q--To whom were you supposed to deliver these arms?

A--I was to deliver the arms and ammunition to the people whom I wasvsupposed
to have contacted, that is, people faithful to me. '

Q-Aﬂhat were you supposed to do with these arms?

A--Vle had to hide them somewhere, and I had to tell the people to be ready
for an armed uprising, so the Americans would find a pretext to enter
Albania,’ ' '

Q--What were you actually supposed to do with these arms? Againét whom were
you going to use them?

A--Against the people's regime.

Prosecutor--Allow me, Comrade President: Considering that an armed uprising
is not an electrical switch, which only needs touching and off it goes, the

accused should explain the preparations which are needed for carrying out

an armed uprising. Therefore, the accused should tell what they were going

to do before the uprising began. :

A--We, through disatiSfied,éiements,“had to prepare various bases. After

the establishment of these bases, I was going to distribute the arms to ro

the elements whom I would have gathered, This was the first phase of my
preparations. In the second phase--after I had established contacts with
disagtisfied elements, such as officers, employees, and people--I was going to
inform the American intelligence service based in Athens. Concerning every
gtion of mine, I was going to radio the American intelligence service in

" Athens., These were the (spedrheads) according to the plan which I had in

my pocket and which was found in my pocket on the occasion of my capture by
the State security forces.

KWL
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President-~Well, what concrete acts were you going to perform?

‘A--We were supposed to to have the arms ready for the final phase which
we were goiﬁg to launch against the regime.

"-Q--But you said that you were going to distribute these arms to your’
faithful people.

A--Yes.
. . -« N .
Q--Against whom were they going to use these arms?

A--We were going to use these arms against‘the people's regime. These arms
would have served us for our activities, for an armed coup d'etat, for
killing the men of Albamrian People's Republlc.

Prosecutor--Comrade President, can we believe what he says-~that Zenel
Shehu, s.eader of the group, and together with him all his group, were
going to commit terroristic acts in the People's Republic of Albania
against men of the people‘s regime and the people's masses, can we
belreve 1t7 :

Presadent-~Let the accused answer.

A-~1 doubtlessly was going to use all the arms and means at my disposal
against the People's Republic of Albania.

Q-~Included in the material sent to you by the Mmerican intelligence
service there is a considerable number of radio sets——lB radlo sets.
What did you want all these radio sets for? :

A--We had to establish them in various parts of Albania in order to have
chstant and uninterrupted contact with the American intelligence service
in Athens, The more radio centers we had the better for us, because in’
case one was discovered the others could continue to send 1nformatlon.

Thus our service was safer,
Q--Among the radio sets;thene are big ones operated by generators. ‘

A--Yes, this is the safest among all the sets. It operates properly in
bad as well as in good weather, and during the war.

Q--Who told you this?

A--These (instructions) were given to us in Athens by the American
Colonel Johm. S
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Prosecutor--Allow me, Comrade President: The accused said that radios -

operated by generators were to be used "during the war." What war is he
talking about?

A--I mean for the armed uprising which we were going to carry out against
the Albanien people's reglme. N

Prosecutor--Allow me, Comrade President: I want the accused to be
questioned as to how many raedio messages he had sent to the Awerican
intelligence before he was captured and as to what he had reported?

'Presidaatthécused, reply to the Prosecutor.

A--Yes, as far as I can remember, I must have sent the Americean
intelligence service in Athens probably about seven, eight, or 10
- messages. I do not recall the exact number of messages.

Q--What did you say in these messages?

A--In the first wessages, I did not say anything except "we arrived,"
since we had not gotten in touch with the elements I had to contact.
In some other messages I asked for food, pointing out that it was
difficult to find food supplies because as yet I had not found loyal
elements for contact. :

Prosecutor--Comrade President, has the accused forwarded information as
regards  our Army, military strength. in Albenia, and so forth?

President--Accused, reply to the Prosecutor's question. o §
- A-=Yes, I have sent such information.

Pfoseéutbrf-Has the accused carried out propegends against the people's
regime? What kind 'of propegaenda, end what was the meaning of this
propagands?

A--With the few elewents I had here, I carried out propaganda in favor
of Zog and the Americans, and against the people's regime.

President--Whom did you meet First?

A--pfter we left the Korce plain, we reached a village called Tetove:
Outside Tetove we went to an old men, Rapush Mercani. There we stayed
one night. This old maen was a friend of Xheladin Tresova--I mean the
01d man Rapush. We spent one night in his house. This old man vas
dissatisfied with the people's regime. He ge¥e us something to eat and
drink--everything he had in his house. He was dissatisfied with the
people's regime. He told that he was first with the Balli Kombetar end



OFFICIAL USE ONLY

~IL 5 -  ALBANTA
Apr. 12, 1954

later entered Zog's party. He told us that he was from Southern Albania
and was engaged in secret work with the Kosovars living in Fier and
Lushnje. This is what I talked about with the old man. We asked him to
guide us to (Lenie) Mountsin in Korce. MHe replied: "I am an old wman,
but I will give you my son to guids you." Thus, on that night as soon as
it was dark, he gave us his son, Qerim.

Prosecutor--Did he ask you from where you ceme?
A-~He asked me.
Q--Did you tell him?

A--T told him that I ceme from Greece. I did not tell him that I came
from Lgypt and France. I teld him only that I came from Greece.

Q~-Did he ask you why you were armed?
A~-Certsinly he did. I told him for propaganda against the people's regime.
Q--To whom else did you talk? -

A-mAfter I reached Martanesh, I did not find any base. The only men I

wet from Martanesh was the husband of Gjyle's sister--Gjyle who accompanied
me and had to stay with me. He did not agree ‘to accompany us or allow

us to establish a base there. When I reached Bulgize with the (few people

I hed with we) and saw that I could do néthing, I contacted members of

ny family. I certsinly made propaganda with them against the people's regime.

Q-=Accused, yesterday you told us that Zog had instructed you not to contact
your family. -

A--Yes, I.said so.

Q«-lou betrayed your pledge.

A—-Yes, I contacted my family after I could not find any opening anywhere.
As I told you, my nearest relative did not eccept me and threatened

to kill me. Then, as my nearest friend and relative--whom I liked very
nuch~--did not accept me, I was forced to betray my pledge to Zog and to

myself.

Q--Dld you tell the people you contacted about your mission?
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Q--Did you tell them why you had come? . o

A--Yes, I .0ld them in general I had come on business, and that this regime
had only a short while to live.

Q--What kind of business was 1t? Did &ou tell them abbut it?
A-~-T did not tell them in detail.

Q~-But in general you did?

A--I told them generalities.

Q--What did you tell them? Tell us concretely what you told thea.
A--Concretely, I told thenm et |

Q--What?
A—-Iﬁéaid, "The people are dissatisfied with the present people's regime.
I have come for the purpose of preparing to undermine the people's regime.

The Americans wiil thus come to Albania shortly. The people love Zog
because they know him."

Q--Did 'you tell them who had sent you?
A--Yes, I told them.
Q--~Tell ug how you told them.

A~-TI told them that I came in behalf of Zog. Zog sent me here through the
mediation of the Americans. The fmericans sent me to Albania.

Q--In what way did you tell them?

A--"Zog sent me to the Americans, and the Americans sent me to Albania.
This is true because I am in contact with the Americans.”

Q--Did any one advise you to surrender?
A--Yes. At nmy first meeting with my felatives, all told ume, "It is wise

to give yourself up because there is no other way," and in the eud they
told ne, "You way also go back because here you can have no ground for your ,

gctivities.'

Q--What answer did you glve them?

A--1 did not accept their advice.
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Q-~Fhat means that you'coﬁtinued your work?

A-~Yes,

Q--According Lo the prxogram of the American espionage service?
A--Yes,

Q--Accused, why did you not fulfill your task?

Awe] could ncu echieve my task because I was caught by the State security
forces.

Q-—How did they present the situation in Albania to you? I mean those
who sent you here.

A~-The Americens and Zog presented the situation in Albania as completely
different from what I found it to be.

Prosecutor--How?

A--Zog as well es the Americans told me: "The first contact you will have
with a person you can trust you will find free activity and will be satis-
fied--a garden with flowers." Well, I found a situation contrary to that.
My friends also found the same situation. :

»

Q~-Did you, did you find such people? I

A--I did not find a single one. — U"UV’ Q(ALPLQ/J" <~ Ww

Q--Pid you go to your family? How did they receive you? Tell us about it
once more, '

Aw%My fémily andvmy people rédeived me‘Wifh cOmplete disséfisfaction.

Q——What kind of activity dld you engage in durlng your stay outside the
country?

A-~During my stay outside the country I alWays'served Zog.
Q-QTell'US concretely about these activities?

A?-I cafried'out agitation and propaganda for the sake of Zog and against
the other parties. No doubt about it.

Q=-In which organization did you participate?
A«~I participated in the Legaliteti organization,

Q--What ig this organization?
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A--This organization is, so to speak, prepared to furnish diversionists to
the American or British espionage agencies to send them to Albania. This
is a group of agents feeding the American or British espionage with every
means at its disposal.
.Q--Who leads this organization? Who is that criminal?

A--It is led by Abbas Kupi.

Q-<Who are its menbers?

A-=It 1ncludes Abbas Kupi, Salim Domani, Gaqo Goga, and others whose named I
do not remember. These are the leaders,

Q~~Who pays for it?

A--This party or this group, so to speak in the service of the Americans, is
financed, as was told me by Abbas Kupi in Cairo, by the Americans and the
British,

"Q--Are there such cher criminal groups outside the country?

A--Yes, there are: The Legaliteti group, the Balli Kombetar group, and
the Independent group.

Q==Any other name?
A--And the Agrarian or Peasant Party.

Q--~Is there any Free Albania Committee? Have you heard about it?
Do you know anything about it? '

A--Yes., There is the committee, later named Free Albania Committee, H
including elements of Balli Kombetar and of the Legaliteti.

Q--What is this committee?

A--This is a committee which is accredited to the Americans and British

in order to give them groups and people~--as many as they want--to send them

to Albenia., This committee is backed end organized by the Americans and
British against Albania., It includes Hasan Dosti, ¢hairmen; Abbas Kupi,

zef Pali, and Said Kryeziu, members. The Free Albania Committee organized
an espionage course-~of course aided by the Americans and British--in
Wlestern Germany, in Munich. Thus, after they are prepared and ready, they
are continually sent to the People's Republic of Albania, Albanian elements
who are sent to this course are called upon by the Anglo-Americans through
the committee.

3
4
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Q--Who are in the Free Albania Committee? Who are these pecple? What
they are 1s known. You have told us their names, but what kind of people?
Whau was Abbas Kupi? '

A-»In Albania Abbas Kupi was the chairman of the ngallteti organizatlon,
collaborating with the Italian and German Fascists. He was for them against
the Albanian people as well as against the present reople's regime,

Q-«Wﬁ;t has he done agaihst the people's regime? What do you know about it?
A--He fought, he fought against, I mean, by favioing them.

Q--With whom did he fighté |

A--With the occupiers.

Q=-With the occupiers?

A--Yes.

Q~-Where is he now?

A--He went to other occuplers--the imperialists. They want to bring back
the imperialist government, accoxrding to Anglo-American wishes., Money and
finances are given by them for this purpose-—to undermine the present
people's regime in Albania,

President~--Accused, tell ns about the relations existing between the
different exiles-~-war criminals--abroad.

A--They were not in a agreement with each other. They did their utmost -
to unite, but Zog did not want them to unite. In spite of that, the
committee ».. (hesitates--Ed.) the group of the committees reached u union
between the different parties in order to attain its goal, but all of them
are not sincere with each other.:

Q~-Why could they not unite?

- A--Becguse, as the saying goes, to "divide and rule" is Zog's brinciple--
wanting to divide them all and then unite them later under his rule. But
he could not attain this aim. Zog wanted to put in the Free Albania
Comittee all his faithful elements, those of the Legaliteti. But he
could not attain this aim because the leader of the committee was at that
time Mithad Frasheri, and Abbas Kupi, Zef Pall, Glaid Kryeziuf and Mico
Kota were only members. : ‘

Q-~-Accused, tell us gome more of the activzties of Zog with the war
criminals,

S (AR -




OFFICIAL USE ONLY

- LL 10 - ALBANIA
Apr. 12, 1954

A--Zog has always tried to maintain his contact with the war criwminals
and to unite them. He was doing this=--approaching all people, even his
enemles~--in order to unite them and to undermine in duve time the
people's regime.

Q=~Can you tell us about his concrete relations, and with whom he had
them? '

A--Yes. With Mustafa Kruja, Ali Kelcyra, hié former enemies from long
ago. Zog made peace with them, complete peace.

Q--How is it possible? Yesterday they were his enemies and today he
makes peace with them? Why did he wske peace with them?

A~--He made peace with them to undermine fhe People s Republic of Albania.
Q-~Why then were they his enemies yesterday?

A~-Because then they wanted to hold thair seats, and Zog removed them
from their positions. ’

Q~-What is he doing now?

A--Now there is no other way for them but to unite, to form a bloc in
order to destroy the people's regime.

Q=~Tell us about Zog's attitude during tihis period of exile?

A--During this period, Zog did his utmost to make himself known to

the Anglo-Americans, first by the British, and later to the Americans,
in order to be recognized as a leader and then to form a government in
order to use it egainst the People's Republic of Albania; in other
wordgy to hold the first seat and have the best salary.

Q=--Where did he want to form this government:

A=--He wanted to form this government in exile. For example, when we
were in England, he tried to form a government through British
authorities, and later he tried with the Americans. He could never

fulfill ‘his desire.

President--What other relations did Zog have with the people of the
American and British imperialist intelligence?

A~-Ks far as I know, Mr. Chairmaﬁ,'when we were in England, he had
contacts, as I told you, with a former Minister of Albanie, (Royan), and

with Col. Hill.

Q--What kind of people are they? What mission had they received from

American imperialism- .. (President corrects himself-~Ed.) from British ...

(leaves sentence unfinished--Ed.)

FTNT RN
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A--(Royan) was a former Minister to Albania. He was a third party between
the British Forelgn Office and Zog. But, this Hill was with the British
intelligence service. Since ve arrived ... (interrupted by President--Ed.)

Precident--Yes?

A--He, Zog, had continual contacts with Col. Sterling, who was in Albania
before the war. o

Prosecutor--What had he done in Albania before the war?

A--He pretended to be an organizer of the Albanian gendarmerie. In reality
he was a spy, orgenizing spying centers in Albania. Lately, he was the
chief of the intelligence service in Syria who chased him from the country,
Later on he came to Egypt. When he came to Egypt he had continual talks
with Zog. Recently, Egypt also chased him from the country.

Q--What were Zog's relations with these people, I mean with (Royan), Hlll,
and with another general in England?

Q--With another general, chief of the intelligence service in the Middle
East. I do not know his name.

Q--What were these relations? What was the character of these relations?h

A--These relations were in connection with the orgamigation of an armed
uprising to undermine the present regime in Alvenia.

President--What do you know about other activities of Zog?
A--Besldes these activities, he carried out trading in Egypt and England,
Q--What trade?

A-rHe wag engaged in the cotton trade, and also gold smuggling--buylng it
cheap and selling it at high prices.

Q--Was this trade free (in Egypt and England)?

A--It was entirely forbidden on the occasion. I even told him that it is
not fair to carry out gold smuggling.

Q--What d4id Zog tell you?
A--He told me that Farouk had sllowed him to do this in Egypt.
Q--Why had Parouk allowed him?

A--Because they were partners in the business, so to speak.

R
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Q~-«Did qu trade with other people in Egypt?

A--Yes, Qith Sﬁme pééhas whose names I do not know.
Q--What kind of trade were they éoing?

A--The cotton trade, and, as i told you, the gold %rade.

Announcer--This is the end of the interrogation of the accused Zenel
Shehu.

Prosecutor--Accused Wa, do you accept the indictment?

A-~Yes. - o ' .
W--What you goffto say? What have you done? |

A--I have read it and have accepted it.

Q--What have you done?

A--T bome here as a spy against the State.

Q~-When did you leave Albania?

“A--I left Albania on Apr. 6, 1939.

Q--Why did>you leave Albania in 19397

A--When the Fascist power occupied Albania,'l-received an order to go with
Zog's family in the direction of Greece. I went to Greece. o '

Q--What was your duty as an officer that time?

A--My duty was to. obey orders.

IRV PRI

Q--What orders were they?
A-;I received the order.to go with Zog‘s family, and I went.

Q--Where did you have to go? . ‘

A~-To Greece. '

Q-~Why to Greece? ’A | ST R 4
A~-To accompany Zég's family.

Q--What was it that forced you to go to Greece?

A--Orders.

Q~-What order?
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A-~The order of my commander.

Q-~Whom were you then serving as an officer?

A--That time, as an officer, I was serving the Fatherland.

Q--Who was your fatherland then, Zog or the people of Albania?

A--No, no, the Fatherland, and my conscience. |

Q-~What?

A--My -conscience.

Q--Your conscience? Then, accused, why did you qot protect your conscience?
A--That is right. As I was an officer I obeyed the order, and I went.
Prosécutor-sAllow me, Comrade President. The accused Zenel Shehu confessed
the same thing yesterday. The accused refer to orders so as to hide a black
mark which they had put on themselves, together with their leader Ahmet
Zogolli, Accused Halil Branica, it is a fact that Ahmet Zog betrayed

the Albanian people. He did (shouting--Ed.) the same thing not only on Apr.
T, 1939, but he betrayed the Albanian people. From the day he began sitting
in the Tirana Ministries. He has done very much. (shouting--Ed.) There

were other officers who betrayed the Albanian people in 1939. Halil
Branica! '

A--Yes,

Q-~There were other officers who did not obey the order of the traitor but
took their arms and fought, there in the ports of Durres, Vliore, and Sarande.
There are also people like Mulo Ulginaku, (more shouting--Ed.) who gave their
blood for the people and not for Zog. Zog betrayed the Fatherland, and
together with Zog the accused also betrayed the Fatherland.

President--When did you come to Albania?
A--I came to Albania on Aug. 4, 1952.
Q--Who sent you into Albania?

A--T was sent to Albania by Zog through the mediation of the Americans,
(correcting himself--Ed.) the Americans through the mediation of Zog.

Q--When did you enter the American espionage service?
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A--I entered the American espionage service after the return of
Zog from the United States about November. He called upon us and
told us: "I want to send two persons to Albania, you and Zenel,"

Q--When did Zog go to America?
A--Zog went to the United States in September 1951.
Q--Why did he go there? What do you know about it?

A--He told us that he wanted to buy a house in America and to settle
in America, When he returned it was clear that this was not his
intention, but that it was for political reasons. The fact is that
he sent us to Albania. ....

Q--Who was the mediator in sending you to Albania?

A--Zog was our mediator. He told us: "I will send you.to Albania.
Tomorrow an American will come to talk with me about your trip to
Albania, You will go to Albania to find out about the political
“and. ecouomlc situvation of the Albanian people in Albania, If it is
p0581ble, you must create bases in Albania," The next day, in fact,
an American did arrive. He say Zog for about one hour, and when he
~came out of the audience he was accompanied by Hysein Selmani. I
asked Hysein Selwani: "Who is he?" He told me: "He is an American,
a (fried of ours)." : '

Q--Did Zog tell you antying else in connection with your departure
for Albania?

A--The afterncon cf the day in March when we were to leave for Albania,
he called upon Zenel Shehu and me, in the presence of Hysein Selmani,
and told us: You will go to Albanis, Your mission.to Albania is vexry
secret, I have arranged your trip. My delegates and your leader is
Hysein Selmani. He will present you to the Americans, ... and you will
spread the news that you are going .to America to administer my property
in America," Thus, I, Zenel Shehu, Hysein Selmani, with two sisters
of Zog and Haxhi GJjyli, left in March (correcting himself--Ed.) ...

in February for Paris. Hysein Selmani was charged with presenting

us to the Americans. We reached Paris about Mar. 9, stayed in the
Lutecia Hotel, and on Mar, 1l an American came to our hotel. He wanted
to speak with Hysein Selmani. This Amer;cqgmgggmgg% gd Mr, Fleld, a
tall man of middle age mnd. with gggyﬁm ir. A few moments Tater =

Hysein Se lmani rrived at the Lutecia Hotel and presented us to him--the
man charged with arranging our trip to Germany. On Mar. 14 he came
again in the morning with two cars. We entered the cars and left for
Germany .
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G--From there where did you go?

A--In Germany, near the French-Gexrman border, we stopped in a forest
and they gave us military uniforms.. ..» from bhere, they took us to
Munich. In Munich they sent us ... (Prosecutor interrupts--Ed.)
Q~-Why did they give you military uriferms?

A--Pardon?

Q~-Why did they give you military uniforms?

A--They gave us military uniforms in order to pretend that we were
soldiers, not vivilians,

Q--Did they tell you anﬁthing when they gave you miliﬁary unifﬁrms?
A--No, they did not tell us anything.

Q=~--Did you have documents when you crossed the border?

A--No. We did not need documents (because it was American territory).
é~-You crossed the French-German -border?

Yes, but there, too, it was the Americans who were the masters,
We needed no documents.

Q--Nobody asked you anything?

A--No. Nobody interrogated us or talked to us.
Q=-Right. Did they glve any names to you?
A-~Yes, they gave us false names,

Q-~What was your false name?

A--Zenel was called "Frederic" arnd I "Williams." (laughter in the
court; President rings the bell for order--£d.)

@--What name?

A--Williems.

Q--To whom did they give another name?

A~<To Zenel, Haxhi GJyli, and Hysein Selmani.

Q--Right. Where did you go from there?

RTATT IR
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. A~--Then we traveled in Germany. Nobody asked us anything. We went to

- Munich. There we were lodged in a secret house--especially_for agents--
under the American adwinistration. It vas about 20 kilometers from
Munich. We stayed about 6 or 7 days.

Q~-What did you d¢ in the house?

A--Ye only ate and drank--nothing else.

@--Did you see anyone else in that camp?

A--No.

" Q~=Who came regularly?

A--This Mr. Field came again. Mr. Field was the chief of intelligence
agents in Germany. After 7 days Mr. Field came again in the uniform
of a colonel, He was dressed as an officer that day and took us to

| the Munich 4irport. He took us there and put us in a plane--an
American four-engine bomber. He told us: "Now you will go to Greece.

There you will find other people waiting for you." We took off from

Munich and arrived in Athens ... (corrects himself--Ed,) Piraeus.
Q~~Did anybody accompany you in that plane?

A--No. Only the pilot.

Q--Only the pilot?

A""'YeSu

@~~Did they give you any documents?

A~-No.

R-~They did not give you any documents?

A“’NO.

Q-~Right. Proceed.

A-~After we arrived there and the plane landed, a Jjeep approached

the plane. Two people came from the Jeep and asked us to come out

of the plane,

Q~-~What were their names?

A--One was called Jim and the other Charles,
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' @-~What were they?
A--What?
Q=-What were they?
A~-Théy were Américans.
Q--¥What? |
A--0Of the-Aﬁerican espionage se;vice.
Q--What? o
A--Two Americans of fhe Americén intelligence service.
Q~-Where were you, in Washington or in Athens?
A--In Athens.
Q-~-In Piraeus.
A--Yes, in Piraeus.
Q--In the Athens Airport?
A--Yes.

A~-When you landed, did you not see any Greek guards coming to see
the plane?

A--Pardon?
‘@-~When a plane lands in an airport guards generally'come to control it.
A--No, no.

4=-Then you are'right ....(dccused interrupts the Prosecutor; who
stops speaking--Ed.)

A--Nobody came out.
Q-~Nobody came out?
A--No,

Q--Accused, how do you explain (that there were no Greeks at the -
airport, only Americens?) : :

(Accused tries to answer but Prosecutor proceeds--Ed.)

Q--How do you explain it?
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A--T explain 1t according to my knowledge. Greece was a part of the

American territory.

Q-=-Who was with you in Athens?

A--Zenel, Haxhi Gjyli, and Hgsein Selmani--our leader until then.
Q~-Right. Who took you in charge at the airport?

B--At the Athens Airport two Americans called Jim and Charles, of
the intelligence service, took us in charge., They took us to a
house, & secret house. The house was run by the Americans,
Q--Who was doing the talking with these Americans?

A--We were speaking with them.

ig--Do you know any foreign language?

A--Yes, I do: French and English.

Q~-What do you know?

A--English, French, and Turkish.

Q--A11 right, proceed,

A~-ienel knows, too.

Q--Proceed, Where did they send you?

A--They sent us to a secret house run by the Americans. The next
day the two Americans cawme again and took our biographies. They
took our pictures, two of each of us.  (pause--Zd,) We asked them:
"i/hat are these pilctures for? They said: "We shall send them to

the center. Ve shall send your biographies, too."

Q--Did they not tell you the reason for taking your biographles and
plctures? '

A--No, they did nof. They said: "We want your biographies for
our center," .

Prosecutor--Comrade Chairman, thic is the description of a
document (in the possession of the accused when they were arrested)
which aléo was (read to the accused) by the agents of American
intelligence. In Greece, they completed the formalities on Zenel
Shehu and Halil Branica, (the declared spies of the American
espionage service.)

AosV¥eg . | .,

e L A
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President--What else?

Ammeoes |

@--Did they ask you for other documents beside those?
“A--No.

Q~-Besides the biographies and pictures?

A--No, they did rot ask for anything else.

Q-~Did you give them your biography?

A--Yes, we did.

Q--Complete?

A--Complete,

@=--What did you say in your biography?

A--In my biography, I wrote my name, surname, date of birth, and ceee

Q~--What profession did you give at that moment ? (Prosecutor raises
his voice-~Ed.)

A--In the document, our profession was given as agent. (Laughter
in court--Ed.} _

Q-~What did you do in that house?

A--The chief of the American intelligence came out to that house

the next day. He saw us and told us: "You will stay in this house
and you will attend the lessons t ey will give you., You will be able
to go out," He used to come there Hften. During our stay in the
house, we did (what he told us).

R-=-What?

A--After a few days in that house, they brought us radioman Tehir
Preci, because we needed a radioman with us, Also we told him about
Heamit Matjani. Matjani had advanced knowledge about our trip to
Greece from Irfan Ohri, because Zog had sent Irfan Ohri to Greece.
They brought Hamit Matjani, With Hamit came a certain Zheldin ...
(accused hesitates--Ed.) Tresova. After they came we started our
training. Also we went outside to learn signals for the plenes

to drop goods. We went outside for walks and to test our arus,

the arms which we had to take with us.
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Prosecutor--What were you trained for?

A--Ve were given exercise in walking because we had to walk over the I
mountains.

Q~-What was the aim of the other 1essons, such as map reading and
compass training?

A--We were taught the use of a compass for orientation ... not £
lose direction. :

Q--Tell us what you needed them for, what they had told you?

A--We ourselves asked for maps and compasses.

Q--Not that, not that. Tell us why these lessona were taught you.,
A--Ye were taught this in order to know how signal the airplapes._v
Q-~Who conducted these lessons?

A--The lessons were conducted by two Amerlcans whose names were
(George) and (Jim). ‘

Q--Fair enough that compass training was given to you so that you
wouldn't be lost in Albania. But what waw the aim of the training
in handling arms? ' ' '

A--Because we had to take them with us.
Q-~Tell us why yéu were given range practice?

A--The range practice, Mr. Prosecutor, was given us in order to
teet arms for proper operation because we were not coming here as
friends but as enemies..

Q--We know that you were comlng as enemles +++ but what were Fou
going to do with these arms?

A--We had the arms for protection in case of clashes ‘?11) M %w

Prosecutor--The Accused is (afraid) to say ... you had to shoot, y
you had to kill, if it was possible. Halil Branica, as well as .
Zenel Shehu, are afraid to say openly that thé arms which were
given to them--preparatory to the armed uprising--by the American
intelligence service were to be used for shootlng the sons of the
people here.

President--What did you o after you finished the training course?,
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A~-After we were through with the course and 5 days before our departure,
the chief of the intelligence service came to us and told us that we had
to leave on Apr. 27, and that we had to go in the directmon of Castoria
(Greek territory--Ed.) and enter into Albania.

Q--Tell us whether it was you or the American intelligence service who
decided the means of travel you would use for coming into Albania. Was it
by air or by foot? ,

A-~I%t was we who decided as to what kind of travel we were going’tp use.
Q-~-You decided to come by walking. When did you leave Greece?

A--On Apr. 27, the Americans came and told us that we had to leave for
Albania. So we were equipped with all arms and food and then a jeep took
us to Pireaus Airfield. There we were put in a airplane and left for
Castoria. We were acccmpanied by two Americans, whose names were (John)
and (Charlie) There we were received by a Greek officer who had been
given orders for that purpose. '

They took us in another Jjeep and we went to a village. 'I do not know its
name. We spent the night there. That night we met two other Albanians who
had come there. They were with the Greeks. Their names were Hysein Kepllani
and ‘(Hise 'Neli). We took them with us because they knew the way better. than
Hamit. After we spent the night there we left together, accompanied by a
Greek officer and about seven or eight Greek soldiers, by truck for the
(Grammos) Mountains where we spent the night. The next morning we descended
toward (Matis). I had been ill since I.was in Germany, and my illness became
worse. Thus, when we reached the Grammos area I .could not continue on wmy
way and I spoke with Zenel, telling him: "I cannot go farther, therefore I
must turn back, If I become better, and in case you want me, I will keep

my promise and will come." So, together with a Greek officer and scme

Greek soldiers - I returned to (Castoria)--s Greek center only in neme, but

in reality an American center. The Greek officers of the center were only
in charge of accompanying the Albanian diversionists to the border.

Q--Accused, you said that when you reached (Castoria) you were handed over
to a Greek officer and somé¢ soldiers.

A"‘Yes .
Q--Did the Greek officer know about your arrival?
- A--Mr. President, as I told you, he was informed.

¢
Q= {Who) was informed of your arrival?
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A--These officers, these Greek officers, who took us were always in
contact with the Americans. These Greek officers had only the task of

accompanying the Albanian diversionists to the border. ——

Q--But the Greek soldiers, did they know too?
- A--The Greek soldiers (interrupted by President--Ed.)
Q--Did they know too? ’ ki

A--Certainly, they knew. At (Castoria) they informed the American intelli-
gence service center that one (of our group) had returned. ... then, some
Greek soldiers accompanied me to Athens and left me at the Carlton Hotel.
At the Carlton Hotel an American of the espionage center was awaiting me.
He obtained a room for me at the hotel and told me to stay there. I
stayed about 15 days in that hotel. The 1l6th day, {John) came and told
me: "We do not have news from Zenel, and if we do not receive any until
Monday then we shall send you to Egypt, because we do not keep people
around doing nothing.," Since they did not receive news from Zenel, they
sent me to Western Germany by an American four-engine bomber. I left
Greece for Cermany. I arrived in Germany at Frankfurt. There, I was
received by another American called (Jack). He placed me in a hotel where
I stayed for 2 or 3 days. After 3 days the same American came and told me:
"You have to go back to Athens."

Q- -Proceed.

3

A--He changed my name~--my first name only-~and my nationality. I was

supposed to be a Turk from Macedonia. He put me in a Swedish plane heading

for Greece, where I was met by an American called Jim, who toock me to a

hotel. He said: "We have contacted Zenel," and said that Zenel's work was
going well. I stayed there a few days. Then, we recelved news from here :
that "Halil is wanted in Albania. On Aug. 4, 1952, they put me on & plane ;
at 0700 hours.

Q--Before you tell us about your departure, tell us about your activities
abroad?

A--During my stay abroad?
f--During the period you stayed abroad., (President raises voice--Ed.)
A«-During my stay abroad?

Q--Yes, during your period abroad. What did you do? o
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A¥aDuring my stay abroad I did nob do much. I was always with Zog.
Q--Were you a member of any group?

A--In reality, I was not a member of any group, but I was in favor of the
Legaliteti group because it was Zog's party.

Q--With whom did you stay?

Aen s s

Q--Whe’s was Zog's group?

'A--Zog parsisipe’.d in the Logaliteti group.
Q~-Then, ware you not s mermber of that group?
A--¥es, T wi3 a wenmber £ Uh<> groud. |

Q--What do you know about Zog's relations during this period? What are
Zog's relations with the irtelligence services of the Americans, British,
and of others? '

A=--When he was in Engleid he ccliaborated with the British.

Q--With whom? W ,&Ajﬁ

A--With a former British Minister to Albania ..yand with Col. Hill. They
were of the intelligence service. When we went to Egypt, he had relations
with a certain Col. Sterling. He was of the American espionage (accused
corrects,himself—éEd.) of the Rritish cspicnage in the Middle East. He
lived in Syria. He had corresyondence with him, and he used to come often
to see Zog.

Q~--Why did he keep these relalions? What were these relations?
A--Espionage relations. '
Qé-Whaf were Zog's relations with the war criminals?

A--Zog had relations with war criminals too. He used to favor one, look
‘with disfavor on another, and so on. He used to maintain some of them--for
example, Mustafa Kruja, Ali Kelcyra, and others--former enemies of Zog.
They used to come to Zog's house.

Q--Why did he keep these relations? Do you know anything about it?
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A-=Yes, he kept these relations in order to disorganize the Legaliteti |
party. (accused-corrects himself--Ed,) the Balli Kombetar party. ;

Q--hy did Zog keep these relations?

A--For that reason.

Q=-Why? What was Zog's intention?

A--To put one against the other. E
Q--What was Zog's intention? Was it to drive one against the other? ' i
'A-—Yes, to disorganize them in order to prevenf them from uniting themselves,
J--But why? |

A--In order to be the leader himself,

Q=-hy?

A--In order to become the only leader of these criminals.

Q=-Why did he do that?

A--For this reaéon.l

Q=<Thy?

A—fIﬁ ordef 10 be the ohly leader.

Q=-What would.ha?é been his gain in being the leader éf theSe_criminals?
A-sHé would have gained recognition from the Americans., |

Q~~fhat kind of sympathy could he get from the Americans? Would he gain
a profit in name only?

A~--No, not only in name, but he would get everything that the Legaliteti
party gets ... (accusedvgorrects himself--Ed.) the Free Albania organization,

Q--What kind of profit?
A;#Hé'would receive.the dollars given to that organization,
Q--Were you his officer?

A--Yes,
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Q-~His personal officer?

é;-.-.‘-\".’héf fwer:e‘Z_og"s i'elations in Eg.ypt"vvi;th other. peoplé'.?
A--In Egypt, political relations? |
Q--What kind of relations did he have? .

- A--In Egypt he had relations with Pashas, for example, Siraj Al-Din
Pasha, the Minister of the Interior in Egypt

Q~-What kind of relations?

A--He had close relations with hin, because"rhe.\'r mede an v'zaigréeﬁent on
cotton trade, -Also Siraj Al-Din Pasha, Ali Maher Pesha, and the former
King of Yugoslavia, Peter, wsre in on the agreement. These three made this
agreement on cotton trade between Egypt and the United States. ... .
when we were threre, they were making preparations for their business.
Q--Was it allowed to carry out trade in Egypt? o o
A-~Since he was Minister of Ini-:e'rio'r, it was élléwed.

Q--When did you leave for Albania?

., 16t for Albania on Aug. 4, 1952,

Q~~From where?

A=-From Athens.

Q--By what means?

A--By plane, an American (three)-engine bomber.. :

Q--Who was with you?

A-~Three pilots..

‘ Q-‘-;-(Wei"'e you s'u:':ppbsﬁed' to travel by biaﬁe?) veee

A~-Yes,

Q-When?

A--As I told you, when i arrived from Germany I was supposed to go 1o

Albania because Zenel had asked for me, saying: "Halil must come here.” ..

This is what I have done,
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Q~-Who was in the Plane?
A--The pilots were in the plane, the Aumerican pilots. In reality they
were not Americans, because they spoke another language. I could not
understand their language, nobody else. There were five or six people callec
from here by the chief., They gave me a letter of instructions for my group
chief, Zenel, along with the passwords, my passwords, which would allow me
to contact Zenel,
Q~-When did you land in Albania?
A--=I landed in Albanian territory on Aug. 4, 1952.
Q--Who gave you that letter?

A--An American called John.

 Q--What were the contents of the letter? Did you read it?

A~-Yes, I read it,
Q--W¥hat were the contents?

A--The letter said: f'Send us three friends,"

Q--Yes?

\.-""vA-—"How many people of the securlty police have you convinced in our cause?"

(laughter in the court--Ed,)

Q--What else?

A--Nothing else,

Q--iihat else? What else did it contain?

A--I do not remember anything else.

Q--What did the Americans want te sending these letters?

A--They wanted three persons in Athens in order to keep them in the American
service to train them for other purposes--lf necessary to send them back
to Albania,

@--When did you come to Albania? What date?
A=-On Aug. 4, 1952.
Q~-<When did they arrest you?

A--What?
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Q--When did they arrest you?

A--(The same day) I was arrested. I landed, I gave my password. I

gave my password when I went to (Berat.) The password to contact Zenel
was "burrel." I greeted them, I shook hands with them, and at that
moment I wae arreasted. I (said: "What is this?") (laughter in court--Ed}
The security? (Laughter in court; bell is rung to restore order--Ed.)
Q--It is true, comrade judges, that the accused Halil Branica was caught
the mcment he landed in the territory of the People's Republic of Albania.
For this, praise to the State security forces, faithful to the Party and
people! Praise to our people who together with these security forces
(applause makes sentence unintelligible--Ed.).

Q~-Vhat materials did you have with you?

A~-Military dguipment and weepons.

Q--Weapong. Vhat kind of weapons?

A--A long rifle.

Q--Vhy?

A~-As I told you previously, I had the rifle because I wag coming here as
an enenmy and not as a friend.

Q--What documents did you have in your possession when you were arrested?
A--A letter. |

Q-~Is this the letter?

A-~fes. .
(j~-Did you have any identity card? LU’C«. A)J“é%“""
A--Yes, I had.

Q--What kind of identity card?

A--An identity card with thé name of Ahmet Jusuf.

Q--Who gave it to you?

A-~The American intellig nce service.

Q~-Why did it give you a .alse name?

e leE T
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A~-In order to hide my identity if I shculd present myself anywhere in
Alvania. (laughter in court--Ed.)

Q--Advocate, have you anything to séy?

Advocate--Nothing.

Q-~Does the accused have anything to say?

A--(No answer--Ed.)

Q--Accused, do you accept the indictment?

A--Yes,

Q-~0f what you did?

A--Yes. ﬁg
Q--Sit down.

President--the judicial session is closed. The next session will take
place tomorrow at 0900 hours. '

Announcer--You heard a recorded proceedings of the spy trial against =
group .of spies and diversionists of the American imperialist espionage
gervice.

BRIEFS

PEOPLE'S ASSEMBLY MEETING--The Presidium cf the People's Assembly has
decided to convene the seventh regular session of the People's Assembly
on Apr. 13, 1954, at 1600 hours. (Tirana, Home, Apr. 9, 1954, 1900 GMT--M)

BATO KARAFILI has been appointed Albanian Envoy Extraordinary and Minister
Plenipotentiary to the Federal People's Republic of Yugoslavia. (Tirana,
‘Home, Apr. 10, 1954, 1900 GMT--M)



